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McDowell Road
to get face I|f'r -

ames Kendle
%ej l'roemx Gagettz 3 /‘ij
The East ‘McDowell Road Civic
Assocxatxon will co-sponsor a |
long-term beautification project for.
the busy thoroughfare from Central _
Avenue to 52nd Street.

“Over the years, McDowell has
had its ups and downs, but it’s on-
the upswmg now,” Association -
President Shelby Austin said
Wednesday. “We're just pleased to;
be “able to begin a- long-ran
project hke this.”

The' project, which is a Jomt‘a.',
effort with the city. of Phoenix, will.".
begin with a $4,500 grant to’ Arxzona;*"
State University from the associa- -
tion and the Phoenix Streets and .
Traff' ic Department.

 Mike Fifield. of the- ASU. School
of Architecture will choose " two. +
arcHitectural/urban planners t
draw up a proposal. Seven graduate. "
urban design students from Fi-: -
fxeld’s fall semester class will assist. -

The plan. wrl] ‘include landscap»l
ing and streetdighting.

‘The " 7-yéar-old * association .is /‘
made up of more than 70 businesses )
along East McDowell Road. .

~ Association Image and Beautifi-
cation Committee Chairman Alex. .
Pappas said the project is a unique -
cooperation between the association .
and the umversxty i

“It is, as far as we know the ﬁrsti'f
time there’s been  this kind of «
collaboration between a civic orga- -
nization, the university and outside
experts, " he’ said. , ‘




Merchants plan to beautify
E. McDowell Road
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Fgce ﬁt would cover-
6-miile section from -

-Central to 52nd St.

- By ANDY HALL
; Arizona ﬂepubllc Staff

A group of east Phoenix business
“owners i8 trying to revive one of the
“¢city’s oldest and most congested
- streets. :

" The businessmen announced
“Wednesday that they plan'to beau-
- tify ‘McDowell Road from Central

‘Avenue to 52nd - Street, a hodge-

podge of mom-and-pop operations

-and corporate offices. :

The road is noted for a high
accident rate, bumpy pavement and
narrow; angled parking spaces that

force motorists to back into traffic.

“It used to be known as the

.Miracle :‘Mile. I want to rename it

the Miracle Six Miles,” Shelby

* Austin, - president of the -the East
McDowell Civic Assoclatlon, said in

introducing the. group’s plan at a
news conference.. The association,
formed in 1979, represents:about 70

of the 280 busmesses locabed on the -

road.

Austm a real-estat.e broker, said
a plan for the face ' lift will ‘be
developed in Sept,e;r{ber through a
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'$4,500 grant from the group and the

city to Arizona State University.

Two urban planners will be
brought in for several days of
intense work. Then the plan will be

.shown to the public. The work is

being coordinated by ASU’s School
of Architecture.

The move comes as business
owners brace for a project two years

from now to widen much of the

road. That work will wipe out
parking spaces and even some

" landscaping.

It will be Eaét McDowell s largest
renovation in more than two de-
cades, said Ralph Goodall, a city

project engineer who harbors more
than a passing interest in the area

because he grew up and lives there.

The thoroughfare will grow to
five lanes and a left-turn lane, plus
another lane at 16th Street to aid

\J\

entry to the nearby Squaw Peak’

Parkway and Papago Freeway.

Dennis Scholtz, a landscape ar-.

chitect with the city, warned in an
_‘mtervnew that the beautification
plan’s success hinges on businesses

‘rather than the city because only a.

2V2-foot strip near the sidewalks
-would be landscaped by the city.
“We just don’t have the room we

have in newer neighborhoods,”;
Scholtz said.
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ﬁOad-projects schedule

Major street widening or resurfacing projects in Phoenix Districts
7 and & for 1985-86 through 1990-91 are:

Projects scheduled in 1985- 86

® Seventh Avenue Bridge at the Salt River — Phase L.

® 16th Street Bridge at Western Canal.

@ 40th Street Bridge at Western Canal.

@ Baseline Road Bridge at Western Canal.

® 48th Street — Baseline Road to Broadway Road.

@ McDowell Road — 19th Street to 22nd Street.

& 35th Avenue — Lower Buckeye Road to Buckeye Road.
® Central Avenue — Baseline Road to Southern Avenue.
® Baseline Road — Seventh Avenue to Seventh Street.
® Van Buren Street -— 51st Avenue to 39th Avenue.

® Thomas Road — 83rd Avenue to 75th Avenue.’
Projects scheduled in 1986-87:

@ Seventh Avenue Bridge at the Salt River — Phase 2

@ 16th Street — Van Buren Street to Papago Freeway.

® Seventh Street — Jefferson Street to Garfield Street.
® Seventh Street — Garfield Street to Roosevelt Street.
o Seventh Street — McDowell Road to Granada Road.

® First Avenue underpass at Jackson Street.

® Van Buren Street — Crossovers for Fourth and Fifth streets.

"® Lower Buckeye Road — 35th Avénueto 27th Avenue.
@ Baseline Road — Séventh Street to 16th Street.

@ Baseline Road — 24th Street to 32nd Street.

® McDowell Road ~— 22nd Street to 28th Street.

o Southern Avenue — Seventh Avenue to Seventh Street.
® Southern Avenue — 16th Street to 24th Street.

® Broadway Road - 27th Avenue to 19th Avenue.

@ McDowell Road — 67th Avenue to 59th Avenue
Projects scheduled in 1987-88:

@ Seventh Avenue Bridge at the Salt River — Phase 3.

® McDowell Road — Central Avenue to 15th Street.

o McDowell Road — 15th Street to 19th Street.

o Central Avenue — Portland Street to Thomas Road.

€ Seventh Avenue — Van Buren Street to Roosevelt Street.
€ 16th Street — Southern Avenue to Broadway Road '
E Prolects scheduled in 1988-89:
® Broadway Road — 32nd Street to 40th Street.
o Thomas Road — Seventh Street to 18th Street.
@' Thomas Road — Seventh Avenue to Seventh Street.
@ Thomas Road — 19th Avenue to Seventh Avenue.
-..@Seventh Avenue— MeDowell Road to Coronado Road.
@ Baseline Road — 40th Street to 48th Street.
® 52nd Street — Washington Street to McDowell Road.
@ Baseline Road — 32nd Street to 40th Street.

Projects scheduled in 1989-90:
@ Baseline Road — 24th Street to 32nd Street.

Projects scheduled in 1990-81:

@ Buckeye Road — 16th Street to 24th Street.

some cases construction or replace=
ment of curbs and gutters. :

About 75 percent of the ne\iifi

six-year program is for street con
struction in the south and north
areas of Phoenix.

Matteson said the 25.year-old.
program is only now reaching the
outer cnty areas.

“The c1ty started this program in
1960 and it began with our down."
town and central area,” Mattesoni
said. “Through the years we've
worked our way outward, and on}yrr
now are reaching those areas bn thé:
edges. It’s much like throwing &
pebble in a pond and the resultant.,
outward rippling effect.”

Matteson said the city’s rapid
growth over the past 20 years has
created a lag in major-streets con-~
struction in the newly developed
areas.

Keeping up with the city’s devel
opment “is an uphill battle,” Mat-
teson said. “We've been averaging
more than 17 miles of new streets a
year noWw for several years, but
we're still behmd ? .

South Phoenix streets in line for.
improverhent or reconstruction over
the next six years include Baseline
Road from Seventh Avenue to 48th
Street, Lower Buckeye Road from
27th to 35th avenues, Broadway
Road from 19th to 27th avenues
and from 32nd to 40th streets, and
Buckeye Road from 16th to 24th
streets.

New 11-81
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Design to renew ‘glory’
of East McDowell Road
gets City Council’s OK

‘By JULIA LOBACO -
The Arizona Republic ﬁ NE 729-% 7

& new design plan, which could”

hely bring East McDowell Road
“back to its former glory,” was
unanimously approved by the Phoe-
nixCity Council on July 21. .

Fhe plan for MeDowell Road,

rfr.og;x Central Avenue to 19th

Stréet, is a joint effort of the city
and;the East McDowell Civic Asso-
ciation.

4if it hadn’t been for this group,
the’city would have marched right
down there and built the road the
way. it always has” said city
engineer Phil Arthur, who bhas
worked with the civic association
on the plan.

Ifistead, shared “parking courts,”
pedestrian walkways lined with
enljanced landscaping, business-

sign: guidelines and new facades for_

busthesses were among the ideas
beifig presented.

The East McDowell Civie Associ-
atjon, established in 1979 and made
up of 80 area business and property
owners, has been working with city
officials for 2% years to come up
with a beautification plan to go
along with the city’s widening of
the street.

The street-widening project even-
tually will extend from Central
Avenue to 64th Street. Street
widening between 28th and 40th
streets already has been completed.

The phase between Central and.

19th Street has an estimated bud-
get of $3.1 million for land pur-
chases and $3.8 million for the
widening. Construction is expected
to begin in July 1988 and take
about six months.

The rest of the widening project
beyond 19th Street should be com-
pleted by late 1989, and estimates
are it will cost $2.7 million for land
and $6.2 million for construction.

About 50 property owners got a
glimpse into the street's future
during a July 15 presentation held
at the Heard Museum Auditorium,
22 E. Monte Vista Road. :

The plon for Central to 19th
Street was presented by a consul-
tant from The Planning Center, a
private land-planning and land-
scape architectural firm in Phoe-
nix. It received a $35,000 contract
in March to come up with a general
plan to improve the street’s image.

The idea was to bring East
McDowell Road “back to its former
glory” at the same time the city
widened the street, said Alex Pap-
pas, chairman of the association’s
image and beautification commit-

Its former glory includes being
known as the Miracle Mile, from

Central Avenue to Seventh Street, -

and as Governor’s Row, when it was
considered one of the city's most
elegant streets in the 1950s.
Several businesses moved out of
the McDowell Road area in 1957
when Park Central mall opened.

‘Other businesses, such as adult

bookstores, theaters and bars, be-
gan moving in, causing a change in
the street’s image.

Included in the plan approved by
the City Council is the purchase of
land for parking to replace the 131
angled parking spaces that line
part of the street between Central
Avenue and 19th Street and now
are considered illegal.

The city also would agree to
purchase additional plants for en-
hanced landscaping.

The loss of the angled parking
has been a major concern to
business owners whose only
parking has been provided by those
spaces.

Therefore, city staff recom-
mended purchasing vacant lots
near the stores and creating
“parking courts,” landscaped lots to
be shared by several businesses.

“It’s hard for them (business
owners) to see beyond that (parking
loss),” said Susan Bagley of the
Planning Center.

“You lose your parking and you
lose your business. It's hard to
think about making the street look
pretty when you might not have a
business to make look pretty.”

The plan proposed by the Plan-
ning Center 1s a modified version of
one of the city’s three options for
widening McDowell. It calls for
three eastbound lanes, two west-
bound lanes and one two-way turn
lane in the center.

The difference comes with the
addition of 5 extra feet that prop-
erty owners are being asked to
dedicate to the city as a permanent
easement.

The extra footage would be added

to the 2%-foot-wide strip that
generally separates curbs from the
sidewalk and would be used for
landscaping.

“It’s the key factor in making the
concept work and the only thing
that will allow you to do any
landscaping,” Bagley said.

The effect of the extra footage

“would be a planted strip of variable

width, ranging from zero to 18 feet,
depending on how near the store-
front already is to the street. The
strip would separate the curb from

~ & 5-foot sidewalk.

"Now that the council has ap-
proved the general plan, city staff
expects to work with the East
McDowell Civic Association and
other property owners to come up
with details such as specific

- parking locations, the types of

landscaping and access to parking
and businesses,

A final design plan is to be
presented to the council for review
in early 1988.
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Phoenix OKs
6-year plan
to fix streets

By CHRISTOPHER BROéfRICK
The Arizona Republic ¢ -
The Phoenix City Council on Tuesday approved a

plan to widen and rebuild 144 miles of city streets over

the next six years to help relieve overcrowded

commuter routes and keep pace with growth in.-

outlying areas.

The plan will cost $338 million, with most of the B
money going for construction and for the purchase of .

right of way. The money primarily will come from
gasoline taxes, federal grants and bonds approved by
Phoenix voters in 1984,

It assumes that voters will approve an additional
$45 million in bonds next year for street construction
Severo Esquivel, deputy city manager for transporta--
tion, said the plan would be trimmed to $293 million if
the bonds were rejected.

Esquivel and James Matteson, city streets and
traffic director, said that street improvements are
planned in all geographic areas of the city and that the
construction will proceed at the rate of about 24 miles
a year,

yAmong the streets to be widened in the next two
years are Indian School, Bell and McDowell roads.
Recent traffic counts showed that these three and most
other main arterials in the city are jammed far beyond
their capacity.

Widening will help, officials said, but commuters
will get no major relief until a Valley freeway system
takes shape in the mid-1990s.

“This program accelerates construction of previously
planned major street improvements and provides for
improvement of additional miles of critically needed
major streets not included in previous programs,”
Matteson said.

Council members voted unanimously to approve the
plan. Their only concern was that traffic and growth
patterns may change in the next six years and that
they do not want the city to be locked into the six-year

— Streets, B5

Streetsk

Con tinued from B1

construction schedu
Esquivel said prq}ects for the

next two years already are on line
but those planned for later years

can be accelerated or postponed as
needed.

The major roads to be widened in
the 1987-88 fiscal year include:

e McDowell Road, from Central
Avenue east to 28th Street, at a
cost of $6.6 million for 2.8 miles. )

e Thunderbird Road, from 35th
Avenue west to 51st Avenue, at a
cost of $4.2 million for two miles.

e 43rd Avenue, from Peoria Ave-
nue north to Greenway Road, at a
cost of $4.8 million for three miles.

For 1988-89, the streets to be
widened mclude

# Bell Road, from 43rd Avenue
east to Seventh Street, at a cost of
$7.3 million for four miles.

e Indian School Road, from Cen-
tral Avenue east to 16th Street, at a
cost of $3.9 million for 1.5 miles.

e McDowell Road, from 40th
Street east to 64th Street, at a cost
of $4.2 million for three miles.

For later years, the voads to be
widened include:

e Cave Creek Road, {rom Cactus
Road north to the Carefree High-
way, al a cost of $12.2 milliori for
10.5 miles.

o Deer Valley Drive, from the
Black Canyon Freeway east to
Seventh Street, at a cost of $5.5 mil-
lion for 2.8 miles.

e Camelback Road, from 44th
Street east to 64th Street, at a cost
of $4.5 million for 2.5 miles.

Construction costs vary because
some streets will be wider or will
have more improvements than oth-
ers.

Mayor Terry Goddard was ab-

- sent from Tuesday’s meeting. He is

attending a mayors conference in
Minnesota.
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